G-508-001
Thank you for your comment. Natural Resources that have cultural
significance, such as native trees, were taken into account in the
planning process prior to developing plans for construction. Heavily
forested areas were set aside for natural and cultural resources
preservation. A mitigation measure is identified in the FEIS to provide
opportunity to traditional artisans to collect these resources within
cleared areas (Volume 2, Chapter 12).
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J-032-001
Thank you for your comment. The resources relied upon in the DEIS do
not indicate planned agricultural uses in the areas proposed for
acquisition on Guam. The Guam North and Central Land Use Plan (not
currently adopted) does not identify planned agricultural use in the areas
proposed for acquisition for live-firing training ranges. The potential
impacts on agricultural land use are described in Volume 2, Section 8.2,
and no significant impacts were identified. Thank you for the information
on medicinal plant collecting in this area. Additional information on
culturally important plants and their locations on Guam has been
included in the Final EIS.
J-032-002
Thank you for your comment. DoD understands the importance of the
cultural and historic issues related with land in Guam, and in particular
those associated with the Pagat site and the Haputo site. Both the Pagat
and Haputo areas are located outside of the proposed construction
areas for the projects nearby. Thus, no direct disturbance to the Pagat or
Haputo site would occur from the construction or operation of the
proposed firing range and from the construction and use of the main
cantonment area. The Haputo area is already designated as a preserve
area in existing DoD plans and will continue to be protected. DoD plans
to provide data to help the Guam SHPO update the Guam Historic
Preservation Plan to guide and provide effective stewardship of the
resources located there. Several alternative sites were studied and
based on the information collected and analyzed, the military use of the
locations affiliated with the Pagat and Haputo sites remain suitable for
DoD needs and will be carried forward.
J-032-003
Thank you for your comment. A list of all sites and traditional cultural
properties impacted by the proposed action are included in Volume 9,
Appendix G, Chapter 4, Cultural Resources. If known, Chamorro names
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associated with specific archaeological sites or areas were included in
the Final EIS.
J-032-004
Thank you for your comment. Haputo and Latte Stone Park will both be
preserved and no construction is planned within these sites. In fact, the
DoD plans to provide data to the Guam SHPO to help them update the
Guam Historic Preservation Plan that will integrate Haputo in a larger
island wide context in order to develop long-term protection for this site.
Signage at Latte Stone Park would be updated. No caves with
pictographs/petroglyphs or other types of rock would be affected by the
Proposed Action.
J-032-005
Thank you for your comment. DoD understands the importance of the
cultural and historic issues related with land in Guam, and in particular
those associated with the Pagat and Marbo areas. As such, we have
proposed to locate the ranges so that no direct disturbance to the Pagat
site or to Marbo Cave would occur from the construction or operation of
the proposed firing range. In accordance with current consultations, the
DoD plans to provide data to help the Guam SHPO update the Guam
Historic Preservation Plan to guide and provide effective stewardship of
the resources located there. Natural resources that have cultural
significance were also considered in our planning efforts and we have
planned the alternatives to try to avoid the most densely forested areas.
We will continue to work with the Guam SHPO and DCA to avoid,
minimize, and/or mitigate effects to historic properties.
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J-032-006
Thank you for your comment. The majority of the latte sites are located
in areas that would not be disturbed by construction or operations related
to the Marine Relocation. In order to ensure that sites within the NMS
would not be disturbed during maneuver training in the south, historic
property awareness training will be provided to all Marines on Guam.
The historic properties in this area are carefully managed through an
Integrated Cultural Resource Management Plan that guides the DoD's
stewardship of these resources.
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J-032-007
Thank you for your comment. In recognition of culturally important
natural resources, highly forested areas were avoided during the early
planning process. In places where impacts could not be avoided, DoD
will work with DCA to contact traditional artisans and they will be given
an opportunity to collect these resources prior to construction.
J-032-008
Thank you for your comment. The probability maps included in the Draft
EIS were based on extensive archaeological surveys of over 5,000 acres
on Guam. Since these areas have now been completely surveyed, the
Final EIS looks at the impacts to actual NRHP-listed or eligible sites
rather than to low or medium probability areas. For impacts to dukduk
trees, please see J-032-007.
J-032-009
Thank you for your comment. It is the intent of DoD to maintain public
access to the cultural and historic sites at Pagat and Marbo consistent
with safety and operational requirements. Restricting access to certain
DoD areas at certain times is required to maintain public safety. Final
plans concerning access to sites potentially impacted by the proposed
action have not been developed. DoD looks forward to working with
stakeholders to develop plans for cultural stewardship and access that
balances operational needs, public safety concerns, and the continuing
public use and enjoyment of these sites. With respect to keeping Pagat
and Marbo out of restricted areas associated with the military buildup,
DoD was required to determine whether military relocation requirements
could be met by excess, underutilized or otherwise available property
held by DoD on Guam. Early development plans attempted to keep all
activities on existing DoD lands. However, as discussed in the FEIS
(Volume 2, Chapter 2), after applying operational and environmental
screening criteria, no contiguous DoD area on Guam was identified that
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could support all the land use and operational requirements of the
action.
J-032-010
Thank you for your comment. Regulations pertaining to the designation
and management of NNL sites and information on Mount Lamlam as an
NNL is in Volume 2, Chapter 3, Geological and Soil Resources. Pages 37 and 3-46 of this Chapter details the NNL status of Mt. Lam Lam. An
NNL site designation acknowledges the geologic prominence of Mt. Lam
Lam. The caldera at the top of Mt. Lam Lam is the notable
geologic feature. An NNL site can be either on private or public land. The
FEIS has determined that the Mt. Lam Lam caldera would not be
affected by the proposed action. Restricting access to certain areas at
certain times is required to maintain public safety. It is the intent of DoD
to maintain public access to Mt. Jumullong Manglo (including the Mt.
Lam Lam trail) consistent with safety and operational requirements.
Final plans concerning access to Mt. Jumullong Manglo (as accessed
by the Mt. Lam Lam trail) have not been developed. DoD looks forward
to working with stakeholders including groups that use the area for
traditional religious activities to develop plans for access that balances
operational needs, public safety concerns, and the continuing public use
and enjoyment of this site. In acknowledgement of the importance of
natural resources of cultural concern, early planning efforts by the DoD
to avoid the most heavily forested areas of each alternative were
considered. As such, trees such as the nunu, ifit, dukduk, and da'ok,
were taken into account in the planning process prior to developing plans
for construction and these heavily forested areas were set aside for
natural and cultural resources preservation. DoD will work with the Guam
Historic Preservation Officer and other interested parties to continue our
efforts to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate adverse effects to these
culturally important natural resources.
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J-032-011
Thank you for your comment. The four traditional cultural properties
discussed in the Final EIS are Pagat, Haputo, Latte Stone Park, and
Mount Barrigada. None of these sites would be directly disturbed by
construction. However, they could be impacted by changes in visual
settings or by restrictions in access. DoD will continue to work with the
Guam State Historic Preservation Office and the public to develop plans
to preserve and protect these resources, and to provide access
consistent with safety and operational concerns.
J-032-012
Thank you for your comment. Complete mitigation measures addressing
cultural resource impacts are available in Volume 7, Table 2.2-1. Final
plans concerning access have not been developed, DoD looks forward
to working with stakeholders to develop plans for cultural stewardship
and access that balances operational needs, public safety concerns, and
the continuing public use and enjoyment of this site.
J-032-013
Thank you for your comment. Complete mitigation measures addressing
cultural resource impacts are available in Volume 7, Table 2.2-1. DoD
understands and recognizes the significance of cultural and recreational
sites located on DoD property in Guam. Restricting access to certain
DoD areas at certain times is required to maintain public safety. It is the
intent of DoD to maintain public access to DoD lands that contain cultural
sites consistent with safety and operational requirements. Access will be
granted at approved times such as when the lands are not being used
for military training. Final plans concerning access to sites potentially
impacted by the proposed action have not been developed. DoD looks
forward to working with stakeholders to develop plans for cultural
stewardship and access that balances operational needs, public safety
concerns, and the continuing public use and enjoyment of these sites.
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J-032-014
Thank you for your comment. The Programmatic Agreement, which
stipulates mitigation measures to reduce impacts to historic properties,
has provisions for monitoring during construction as well as conducting
additional testing and data recovery from archaeological sites found
during the construction process. In acknowledgement of the importance
of natural resources of cultural concern, early planning efforts by the
DoD to avoid the most heavily forested areas of each alternative were
considered. As such, trees such as the nunu, ifit, dukduk, and da'ok,
were taken into account in the planning process prior to developing plans
for construction and these heavily forested areas were set aside for
natural and cultural resources preservation. DoD will work with the Guam
Historic Preservation Officer and other interested parties to continue our
efforts to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate adverse effects to these
culturally important natural resources.
J-032-015
Thank you for your comment. Complete mitigation measures addressing
cultural resource impacts are available in Volume 7, Table 2.2-1. DoD
understands and recognizes the significance of cultural and recreational
sites located on DoD property in Guam. Cultural access was used in the
Draft EIS to recognize that access to Pagat might be requested because
of its cultural importance. In the Final EIS, it has been changed to
"public access. Restricting access to certain DoD areas at certain times
is required to maintain public safety. It is the intent of DoD to maintain
public access to DoD lands that contain cultural sites consistent with
safety and operational requirements. Access will be granted at approved
times such as when the lands are not being used for military training.
Final plans concerning access to sites potentially impacted by the
proposed action have not been developed. DoD looks forward to
working with stakeholders to develop plans for cultural stewardship and
access that balances operational needs, public safety concerns, and the
continuing public use and enjoyment of these sites.
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J-032-016
Thank you for your comment. There are over 600 sites on DoD lands on
Guam. The DoD has a vigorous program of managing and protecting
archaeological resources on its lands on Guam. Properties managed by
the DoD comply with all federal laws relating to cultural resources. Each
installation has an Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan that
stipulates the standard operating procedures for evaluating resources
according to National Register of Historic Places criteria and long term
management of these resources. Because these resources fall under
federal jurisdiction and access to many of these areas is limited, they
are, in general, protected from vandalism, collecting, or other forms of
disturbance that could occur when areas are completely open to the
public.
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J-032-017
Thank you for your comment. Early identification, consultation, and
predictive modeling resulted in many fewer sites being directly impacted
by designing facilities away from or around areas that contained high
densities of historic properties. Thus, the vast majority of impacts to
resources were avoided. DoD will continue to work very closely with the
Guam SHPO and other stakeholders to continue in our efforts to avoid,
minimize and/or mitigate adverse effects to cultural resources.
J-032-018
Thank you for your comment. The definitions of significant adverse
impacts, as well as direct and indirect impacts are discussed in section
12.2.1 in Volume 2. Significant adverse indirect impacts are effects to
historic properties due to "reasonably foreseeable impacts that occur
removed in time or space from the proposed action. These are
"downstream" impacts, future impacts, or the impacts of reasonably
expected connected actions (e.g., growth of an area after a highway to it
is complete). It is the intent of DoD to maintain public access to the
cultural and historic sites at Pagat and Marbo consistent with safety and
operational requirements. Restricting access to certain DoD areas at
certain times is required to maintain public safety. Final plans
concerning access to sites potentially impacted by the proposed action
have not been developed. DoD looks forward to working with
stakeholders to develop plans for cultural stewardship and access that
balances operational needs, public safety concerns, and the continuing
public use and enjoyment of these sites.
J-032-019
Thank you for your comment. There are over 600 sites on DoD lands on
Guam. The DoD has a vigorous program of managing and protecting
archaeological resources on its lands on Guam. Properties managed by
the DoD complies with all federal laws relating to cultural resources.
Each installation has an Integrated Cultural Resources Management
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Plan that stipulates the standard operating procedures for evaluating
resources according to National Register of Historic Places criteria and
long term management of these resources. Because these resources fall
under federal jurisdiction and access to many of these areas is limited,
they are, in general, protected from vandalism, collecting, or other forms
of disturbance that could occur when areas are completely open to the
public.

J-032-020
Thank you for your comment. Regulations pertaining to the designation
and management of NNL sites and information on Mount Lamlam as an
NNL is available in Volume 2, Chapter 3, Geological and Soil Resources.
Pages 3-7 and 3-46 of this Chapter details the NNL status of Mt. Lam
Lam. DoD understands and recognizes the significance of access to
cultural sites located on DoD property in Guam. Restricting access to
certain areas at certain times is required to maintain public safety. It is
the intent of DoD to maintain public access to Mt. Jumullong Manglo
(including the Mt. Lam Lam trail) consistent with safety and operational
requirements. Final plans concerning access to Mt. Jumullong Manglo
(as accessed by the Mt. Lam Lam trail) have not been developed, DoD
looks forward to working with stakeholders including groups that use the
area for traditional religious activities to develop plans for cultural
stewardship and access that balances operational needs, public safety
concerns, and the continuing public use and enjoyment of this site. In
acknowledgement of the importance of natural resources that are seen
as cultural resources, early planning efforts by the DoD to avoid the most
heavily forested areas of each alternative were considered. As such,
trees such as the nunu, ifit, dukduk, and da'ok, were taken into account
in the planning process prior to developing plans for construction and
these heavily forested areas were set aside for natural and cultural
resources preservation. DoD will work with the Guam Historic
Preservation Officer and other interested parties to continue our efforts
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to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate adverse effects to these culturally
important natural resources.
J-032-021
Thank you for your comment. Complete mitigation measures addressing
cultural resource impacts are available in Volume 7, Table 2.2-1. In
addition, the Programmatic Agreement stipulates mitigation measures to
reduce impacts to historic properties, and has provisions for monitoring
during construction as well as conducting additional surveys, testing and
data recovery from archaeological sites. With respect to these sites not
being a part of the military buildup, DoD was required to determine
whether military relocation requirements could be met by excess,
underutilized or otherwise available property held by DoD on Guam.
Early development plans attempted to keep all activities on existing DoD
lands. However, as discussed in the FEIS (Volume 2, Chapter 2), after
applying operational and environmental screening criteria, no contiguous
DoD area on Guam was identified that could support all the land use and
operational requirements of the action.
J-032-022
Thank you for your comment. DoD concurs that a discussion regarding
Chamorro issues is warranted and encourages such a discussion. The
DEIS acknowledges that the military relocation could impact Chamorro
culture and representation. DoD recognizes the importance of reducing
adverse socioeconomic and cultural change effects on the people of
Guam, the island’s natural resources, and infrastructure. The EIS
process identifies ways to implement the proposed relocation while
minimizing adverse impacts. DoD will continue to work with the people
and Government of Guam to ensure that the short-term impacts of
construction are managed effectively and that the long-term effects of
the military relocation reflect DoD policies to be good neighbors and
responsible citizens on Guam. Information regarding political and
Chamorro issues in the FEIS have been updated and are available in
Guam and CNMI Military Relocation DEIS/OEIS

Volume 2 Sections 16.1.6 and Sections 16.2.2.4. The DoD carefully
considered all requests to extend the length of the comment period
beyond the 45-day minimum required by NEPA. In evaluating multiple
options, DoD leadership determined that a 90-day comment period best
balanced the need for sufficient time to review a complex document with
the requirement to reach a timely decision regarding the proposed
military buildup on Guam.
J-032-023
Thank you for your comment. The DoD plans to pay for curation costs
appropriate to the amount of artifacts collected during the Undertaking.
Moreover, consultation and early design changes allowed DoD to avoid
over 97% of historic properties, so the anticipated volume of
archaeological material resulting from this undertaking are small. Based
on the results of an ongoing Curation Assessment, the DoD will identify
the most appropriate repository location(s) for archaeological materials
collected during the Undertaking. An appropriate repository is one that
meets the standards outlined in 36 CFR 79. Should no such repository
with available capacity be identified on Guam, the DoD will maintain
control of the collections from DoD lands until such time as a repository
meeting those standards is available to accept the collections on Guam.
The Guam Museum is currently planning to construct a new curation
facility that will meet 36 CFR 79 and has requested to curate the artifacts
and other cultural material recovered as a result of the Undertaking from
non-federal lands once it is constructed. A Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) would be executed to solidify the curation agreement and
payment of appropriate curation and processing fees based on
consultation with interested parties including the Guam Museum, Guam
SHPO, Department of Chamorro Affairs (DCA) and Guam Preservation
Trust. Regardless of where the collections would be stored, academic
researchers, SHPO staff, Guam Museum staff, and others would have
access to the collections.
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J-032-024
Thank you for your comment. Existing conditions regarding the political
status of Guam in the document has been edited for the FEIS and no
longer contains the referenced phrase. Information regarding political
and Chamorro issues in the FEIS have been updated and are available
in Volume 2 Sections 16.1.6 and Sections 16.2.2.4.
J-032-025
Thank you for your comment. Your recommended mitigation measure
that would establish pre-K to college Chamorro Language Immersion
Schools in the north, central and south regions of Guam has been taken
under consideration. Please note that DoD has no funding authority for
such schools and that like mitigation for other socioeconomic impacts
associated with the military realignment, the Economic Adjustment
Committee is currently holding interagency discussions with relevant
federal agencies concerning funding for Guam's needs, including
education. Expanded mitigation discussion is available in the FEIS.
Please refer to Volume 7, Table 2.2-1.
J-032-026
Thank you for your comment. The DoD has kept the public informed as
required by NEPA, which includes holding public scoping meetings and
public hearings allowing the public to comment on the DEIS. DoD has
had ongoing discussions with Cooperating Agencies (those federal and
local agencies with special expertise or regulatory oversight) throughout
the preparation of the DEIS and will continue these discussions with
agencies through the completion of the FEIS and beyond. The DoD has
also met with elected officials and community leaders throughout the EIS
process and will continue to do so during the military relocation.
Public comments on the DEIS are an important part of the decisionmaking process. This information becomes part of the FEIS and is
evaluated when DoD prepares the FEIS and issues a Record of Decision
at the end of the NEPA process.
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J-032-027
Thank you for your comment. The Socioeconomic Impacts Assessment
Study (SIAS) and the DEIS are documents that have identified the
probable impacts of the proposed action and alternatives based on the
best available information. Existing data and information was gathered
and supplemented with interviews with federal and Guam agencies. To
provide the public and various governmental agencies with an
opportunity to review and comment on the methodologies and
assumptions used, the SIAS was included as Appendix F, Volume 9 of
the DEIS (and is also included in the FEIS). Comments provided on the
DEIS will also be included to provide the decision-makers with the public
views in support and/or opposition of the proposed action and
alternatives. The Chamorro people are not a tribe that has been
recognized and, subsequently, are not eligible to receive services from
the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs (source: Federal Register, Volume 74,
No. 153, August 11, 2009).
J-032-028
Thank you for your comment. The meaning of "social fabric" is further
discussed, as it relates to social disarticulation, in the land acquisition
impact section's discussion on sociocultural significance.
J-032-029
Thank you for your comment. It is noted that the EIS process provides
information on environmental impacts (this includes the human
environment); however, there is a limit to the specific details of the
impacts because the information used is based on the continuation of
existing trends and behaviors. While it is not an exact science, the EIS
process along with the comments received provide information to the
decision makers on the anticipated impacts of the proposed action. The
data used in the analysis were derived from surveys and interviews
performed in conjunction with the DEIS, and serve as a point-in-time
indication of staffing levels. It is acknowledged that it is not possible for
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this analysis to capture all requirements of GovGuam agencies. Your
request for additional funding is acknowledged and will be considered by
DoD. Please note the DoD has no funding authority for such schools and
that like mitigation for other socioeconomic impacts associated with the
military realignment, the Economic Adjustment Committee is currently
holding interagency discussions with relevant federal agencies
concerning funding for Guam's needs.

J-032-030
Thank you for your comment.
J-032-031
Thank you for your comment. Your recommended mitigation measure
that would establish Chamorro Language Immersion Schools has been
taken under consideration. Please note that DoD has no funding
authority for such schools and that like mitigation for other
socioeconomic impacts associated with the military realignment, the
Economic Adjustment Committee is currently holding interagency
discussions with relevant federal agencies concerning funding for
Guam's needs, including education. Expanded mitigation discussion is
available in the FEIS. Please refer to Volume 7, Table 2.2-1.
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J-032-032
Thank you for your comment. The comment refers to impacts as a whole
and not on one particular resource. DoD understands and recognizes the
significance of cultural and recreational sites located on DoD property in
Guam. It is DoD's goal to avoid or at least minimize impacts on those
resources. Restricting access to certain DoD areas at certain times is
required to maintain public safety. It is the intent of DoD to maintain
public access to DoD lands that contain cultural sites consistent with
safety and operational requirements. Access will be granted at approved
times such as when the lands are not being used for military training.
Final plans concerning access to sites potentially impacted by the
proposed action have not been developed. DoD looks forward to working
with stakeholders to develop plans for cultural stewardship and access
that balances operational needs, public safety concerns, and the
continuing public use and enjoyment of these sites.
J-032-033
Thank you for your comment. Topics such as the political status of Guam
are important issues but are not part of the proposed action. Comments
related to these issues were numerous and indicate underlying social
and political dissatisfaction with longstanding federal-territorial status
issues outside the scope of DoD legal authority. The various EIS public
engagement forums provided an indirect avenue for informing some and
reminding others in local and federal policy-making institutions of issues
that are important to a significant segment of the Guam community.
Information regarding political and Chamorro issues in the FEIS have
been updated and are available in Volume 2 Sections 16.1.6 and
Sections 16.2.2.4.
J-032-034
Thank you for your comment. This table has been edited in the FEIS and
no longer contains this impact finding.
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J-032-035
Thank you for your comment. The militarization of Guam is discussed in
the FEIS as an element of concern for the tourism community (see
Volume 2, page 16-100). DoD recognizes the importance of managing
efforts in implementing the proposed military relocation to reduce
adverse effects on the people of Guam, its natural resources and
infrastructure. The EIS process identifies ways to implement the
proposed relocation while minimizing adverse impacts. DoD will continue
to work to ensure that the short term impacts of construction are
managed effectively and that the long term effects of the military
relocation reflect DoD policies to be good neighbors and responsible
citizens on Guam.
The DoD has kept the public informed as required by NEPA, which
includes holding public scoping meetings and public hearings and
allowing the public to comment on the DEIS. DoD has had ongoing
discussions with Cooperating Agencies (those federal and local agencies
with special expertise or regulatory oversight) throughout the preparation
of the DEIS and will continue these discussions with agencies through
the completion of the FEIS and beyond. The DoD has also met with
elected officials and community leaders and will continue to do so during
the military relocation.
Public comments on the DEIS are an important part of the decisionmaking process. This information becomes part of the FEIS and is
evaluated when DoD prepares the FEIS and issues a Record of Decision
at the end of the NEPA process.
J-032-036
Thank you for your comment. With respect to your first comment, this will
be taken into consideration. With respect to your second comment, the
FEIS was updated to reflect input on the Draft EIS and includes a
number of migitation measures to reduce or avoid impacts. DoD
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recognizes the importance of managing efforts in implementing the
proposed military relocation to reduce adverse effects on the people of
Guam, its natural resources and infrastructure. The EIS process
identifies ways to implement the proposed relocation while minimizing
adverse impacts. DoD will continue to work to ensure that the short term
impacts of construction are managed effectively and that the long term
effects of the military relocation reflect DoD policies to be good
neighbors and responsible citizens on Guam. Adaptive management is
proposed as potential mitigation in the Final EIS that could potentially
extend the construction period. As currently envisioned (and as
discussed in Volume 7 of the Final EIS), adaptive management would
entail adjusting the construction tempo to reduce environmental impacts
if it is determined that, through monitoring, key infrastructure systems on
Guam are reaching “action” or “tipping” points. DoD would chair a multiagency council that would oversee the application of adaptive
management post-Record of Decision.
J-032-037
Thank you for your comment. Through the process of public involvement
that has accompanied this proposed action, the Chamorro people of
Guam have voiced clearly and concisely their concern that the traditional
Chamorro culture, including dance, language and traditions, will be
forgotten. While population increases can highlight cultural differences,
they also present unique opportunities for cultural learning and sharing.
As noted in the FEIS, the DoD plans for cultural sensitivity orientation
and awareness programs that will focus on mutual respect and tolerance
and strive to educate all incoming and currently present military
personnel on the rich and varied cultural history that has created the
culture that is Guam today. Finally, the DoD plans to increase military
civilian joint activities in order to foster strong and mutually beneficial
military civilian relationships that include the sharing and understanding
of culture. The SIAS and the DEIS are documents that have identified
the probable impacts of the proposed action and alternatives based on
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the best available information. Existing data and information was
gathered and supplemented with interviews with federal and Guam
agencies. To provide the public and various governmental agencies with
an opportunity to review and comment on the methodologies and
assumptions used, the SIAS was included as Appendix F, Volume 9 of
the DEIS (and is also included in the FEIS). Comments provided on the
DEIS will also be included to provide the decision-makers with the public
views in support and/or opposition of the proposed action and
alternatives. Expanded mitigation discussion is available in the FEIS.
Please refer to Volume 7, Table 2.2-1. With respect to protecting cultural
sites, DoD's goal is to avoid impacts on nationally registered historic
sites. Providing access to important cultural sites on Guam is also a top
priority for DoD.
J-032-038
Thank you for your comment. DoD understands and recognizes the
significance of cultural and recreational sites located on DoD property in
Guam. Restricting access to certain DoD areas at certain times is
required to maintain public safety. It is the intent of DoD to maintain
public access to DoD lands that contain cultural sites consistent with
safety and operational requirements. Access will be granted at approved
times such as when the lands are not being used for military training.
Final plans concerning access to sites potentially impacted by the
proposed action have not been developed. DoD looks forward to
working with stakeholders to develop plans for cultural stewardship and
access that balances operational needs, public safety concerns, and the
continuing public use and enjoyment of these sites.
J-032-039
Thank you for your comment. BMPs are now detailed in Volume 7,
Chapter 2, Section 2.1.
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J-032-040
Thank you for your comment. Topics such as the political status also
commonly referred to as “decolonization” and “self-determination” of
Guam are important issues but are not part of the proposed action. DoD
recognizes the importance of reducing adverse socioeconomic and
cultural change effects on the people of Guam, the island’s natural
resources, and infrastructure. The EIS process identifies ways to
implement the proposed relocation while minimizing adverse impacts.
DoD will continue to work with the people and Government of Guam to
ensure that the short-term impacts of construction are managed
effectively and that the long-term effects of the military relocation reflect
DoD policies to be good neighbors and responsible citizens on Guam.
Information regarding political and Chamorro issues in the FEIS have
been updated and are available in Volume 2 Sections 16.1.6 and
Sections 16.2.2.4.
J-032-041
Thank you for your comment. The DoD will curate cultural materials
obtained from studies associated with the Marine relocation at curation
facilities on Guam, including the Guam Museum. Appropriate payment
for the storage of materials will be provided to the facility. Cultural
material/artifacts from DoD properties will be curated in a facility that
meets 36 CFR 79. The DoD is currently conducting a Curation
Assessment that will help in the determination of where DoD collections
will be curated. As part of the Section 106 consultation process for the
proposed action, a Programmatic Agreement (PA) for all proposed
military training activities, construction, and operations, which includes
additional mitigation measures and procedures on public access, is
being prepared.
J-032-042
Thank you for your comments. During the preparation of the DEIS, many
Government of Guam agencies, business and community groups were
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contacted and interviewed (see the appendices of the Socioeconomic
Impact Assessment Study [SIAS] in Appendix F of Volume 9 of the
DEIS). Additionally, meeting and discussion occurred on the cultural
aspects of the proposed action, in accordance with the processes
prescribed by the Historic Preservation Act. Public comments on the
DEIS are an important part of the decision making process. This
information becomes part of the FEIS and is evaluated when DoD
prepares the FEIS and issues a Record of Decision at the end of the
NEPA process. The DEIS reflects data that was collected through
documents as well as interviews with a number of federal and local
agencies. It covers a number of socioeconomic and sociocultural topics.
Socioeconomic scientists who have prepared studies in Guam and
Micronesia prepared the socioeconomic study. The objective of the DEIS
was to gather the baseline data, review the proposed alternatives, define
the level of "significant" impacts, and discuss probably impacts in an
impartial (objective) manner. Experienced with preparing EISs in this
impartial manner, the preparers discussed a number of issues based on
the available information. The overall EIS process provides the decision
makers with an opportunity to review the probable impacts, review
comments from individuals, organizations, and governmental agencies
whether in support or opposition to the proposed action. This provides a
deliberative process that was the intent of the National Environmental
Policy Act.
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